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time; but any one who gives vent to them to-day is
guilty of a frivolous disrespect towards his country. It is
certain that, out of that wealth of political and social
contrasts which Germany comprises, a very rich and varied
political life may some day be evolved, if only these
contrasts are first consolidated into one empire, and if, as
formerly, in the German Parliament,1 they can be finally
reconciled and can meet and supplement one another upon
a common platform. At the present day, since these
contrasts stand side by side, without any political connec-
tion, they engender nothing but a crowd of narrow local
prejudices : in the interior, that feeble inland policy which
gives no thought to the great historic might of the sea ;
in the seaports, that vagrant cosmopolitanism which refuses
to take any interest in the development of the national
industries. A great opportunity has once more arisen for
the union of the human race in one brotherhood. The
dream of Columbus, to unite the primitive civilisation of
Further Asia with European civilisation, is being realised
before our eyes. It has been said proudly that the South
Sea is beginning to awaken. And, as at the beginning of
a new age, there are other mightier, united nations, who are
opening new paths for the world's commerce; yet we
Germans are only permitted to follow humbly from a
distance the footsteps of the foreigner. More than this,
millions of our countrymen, even of the highly-educated
classes, listen in stupid amazement, if any one deplores
the shame and misfortune of a situation which, in all the
most important questions of modern political science, con-
demns the Germans to the role of menials or victims.
And yet of such a nation, a nation the great majority
of whom are so lamentably steeped in inland notions,
of such a nation Particularism presumes to boast that
it is characterised by the breadth of its political
outlook." 2

1 In the Frankfort Parliament, 1848-49.    See pp. 61 et seqq.
2 Hist, und pol. Aufsdtze, ii. pp. 92-3,